
Nigel WhitburnNigel Whitburn
Community DevelopmentDevelopment Manager



(The Rural Community Council for Kent & Medway)
• One of a network of 38 RCC’s countrywide
• A registered charity established in 1923
• We exist to encourage the development of thriving, diverse and 

sustainable communities
• We do this by helping communities identify and address their own 

needs
And by providing funding advice and other support for:

• Community Halls
• Community Led Planning 

• Affordable local needs Housing
• Rural Retail

• Rural Transport and Community Rail
• New ideas!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sorry about the name – much as we all love committees maybe not the best way to pick a new name!

Shorthand we use on the phone and you will hear from me for the rest of today is ‘Rural Kent’

Summary of the work we do – headings change with funding and fashion from time to time – brief run down of what each area can offer you

And, leaving the best till last – I ‘ll close with some words about funding

So to a vital asset for any community





“Research has shown that 
transport is the biggest 
concern for rural 
communities and the issue 
they most want addressed, 
- particularly having 
adequate transport to 
healthcare facilities.”
Former Chairman of the Countryside 
Agency, Dr Stuart Burgess Feb 2005.

www.ruralkent.org.uk



Community Transport DatabaseCommunity Transport Database

www.ruralkent.org.uk

You can download details of individual schemes



What is available?What is available?

www.ruralkent.org.uk

Volunteer Car  – Dartford District Volunteer Bureau 
Scheme

Dial-a-Ride – North West Kent Dial-A-Ride Service

Age Concern – Dartford

Darent Valley

Swanscombe & Greenhithe

Shopmobility - Bluewater



Volunteer Car SchemesVolunteer Car Schemes

www.ruralkent.org.uk



DialDial--AA--RideRide

www.ruralkent.org.uk

• Available to people with a medical condition 
that makes using public transport difficult or  
if you live in a rural area more than 500 
metres from a bus route.

• Must register and be in membership          
(£5 per year).

• Will take you from your door to any address 
in Dartford, Gravesham or Swanley areas.

• Operates 08.00 – 18.00 Mon to Fri and    
09,00 – 18.00 Saturdays.

• Can book same day or up to seven days in 
advance.



www.ruralkent.org.uk

• Minibuses take clients to/from Day Centres.

• Age Concern Darent Valley – 12 seater minibus for 
Dartford Area for trips to Day Centres, shopping etc. Also 
available for Clients / Clubs /Day Centres to hire privately, 
either during the day Monday to Friday or particularly during 
weekday evenings and anytime at weekends. Hirers in 
Dartford area do not need to be in Age Concern age group.

• Contact 01322 666118 / 01322 668106  09.00 – 15.00 M-F or 
enquiries@ageconcerndarentvalley.org.uk

mailto:enquiries@ageconcerndarentvalley.org.uk


ShopmobilityShopmobility -- BluewaterBluewater
• Shop Mobility provides free use of 

electric scooters, powered 
wheelchairs and manual wheelchairs 
to shoppers with disabilities, so long 
as you book in advance.

• To book the use of mobility 
equipment, please call Shop Mobility 
at least 48 hours in advance on 
01322 427427, (availability can not be 
guaranteed if not pre-booked). On 
your first visit you need two forms of 
identity, one of which will need to be 
a printed address.

www.ruralkent.org.uk



Community BusesCommunity Buses

“Section 19” &   
“Section 22”

Small Bus Permits

Allow non-commercial 
organisations to operate 
vehicles for “hire or 
reward” without the need 
for a PSV Licence.

Vehicles can be up to 7m 
in length with seats for 9 
– 16 passengers.

www.ruralkent.org.uk



Community Car SchemesCommunity Car Schemes
• Volunteer drivers may convey up to 8 

passengers at a time on a “not for profit” 
basis.

• Passengers may be charged a fare sufficient 
to cover costs.

• Needs an organisational                      
structure – possibly a paid         
administrator.

www.ruralkent.org.uk



Wheels To WorkWheels To Work
• Scooter loan the most 

common scheme.
• 6 to 9 months.
• Weekly contribution to 

maintenance costs.
• Compulsory basic 

Training.

www.ruralkent.org.uk



TaxibusesTaxibuses

• Licensed taxi used on 
registered route with 
fixed stops.

• Must be run by licensed 
taxi operators.

• Available to general 
public.

www.ruralkent.org.uk



Community Transport ToolkitCommunity Transport Toolkit
• Is CT right for you?
• How do you assess the 

need?
• What are the legal 

requirements?
• How to find funding.
• How to draw up a business 

plan.
• Case studies.

www.ruralkent.org.uk



Contact Us
Action with

 
Communities in

 
Rural Kent

The Old Granary, Penstock Hall Farm, 

Brabourne, Kent TN25 5LL

Tel: 01303 813790 Email: info@ruralkent.org.uk

www.ruralkent.org.uk

mailto:info@ruralkent.org.uk
http://www.ruralkent.org.uk/

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Community Transport Database
	What is available?
	Volunteer Car Schemes
	Dial-A-Ride
	Slide Number 8
	Shopmobility - Bluewater
	Community Buses
	Community Car Schemes
	Wheels To Work
	Taxibuses
	Community Transport Toolkit
	Slide Number 15

